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CSPA GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

The Michigan Merit Curriculum will be met and exceeded by completing the CSPA High School
requirements. CSPA requires students to earn 30 academic credits and to complete at least 50 hours of
community service.

Department Credits Clarification

English 4.0 Students take four courses of English, even if the

student is advanced.  Students in their Junior and Senior

years will have the option to choose IB Language and

Literature at either the Standard Level (SL) or Higher

Level (HL). These courses include instruction and

guidance for their Extended Essay.

Mathematics 4.0 Students must take four courses of math, Algebra I,

Geometry, Algebra II and one other math course. One of

those must be taken senior year, even if the student is

advanced. Career Technical Education (CTE) programs

which incorporate Algebra II benchmarks may fulfill

Algebra II requirements. Students in their Junior and

Senior years will have the option to choose IB Math

Studies at the Standard Level (SL), IB Mathematics at

the Standard Level (SL) or IB Mathematics at the Higher

Level (HL).



Science 3.0 Biology and either Physics or Chemistry, or Agricultural

Science for second science credit, and a third science

credit which may be fulfilled with  Computer Science or

Career Technical Education (CTE). Students in their

Junior and Senior years will have the option to choose

from either IB Chemistry at either the Standard Level

(SL) or Higher Level (HL), or IB Biology at the Standard

Level (SL) or Higher Level (HL).

Social Studies 3.0 Students must take World History and Geography, and

U.S. History and Geography. Students in their Junior and

Senior years will complete IB History at either the

Standard Level (SL) or Higher Level (HL), which includes

Civics and Economics.

Spanish/Foreign

Language

2.0 Two years of the same foreign language are required.

Colleges recommend at least two years. Courses taken

from Middle School through High School fulfill this

requirement. Students in their Junior and Senior years

will complete IB Spanish or German at the Standard

Level (SL) or Higher Level (HL) if pursuing an IB Diploma.

Students graduating from 2015 – 2021 that are not

pursuing an IB Diploma may fulfill one credit of foreign

language by completing a CTE or Performing or Visual

Arts course.

Visual/Performing Arts 1.0 A least one year of visual arts, choir, or band. Students

in their Junior and Senior years will have the option to

complete IB Music at the Standard Level (SL) or IB

Theater at the Standard Level (SL).

Physical

Education/Health

1.0 0.5 credit for each is required; extracurricular activities

in organized athletics or training may be used to fulfill

the 0.5 credit for Physical Education

Electives Varies Examples of electives: AP Courses, Forensics,

Journalism, etc.



Online Learning Throughout the High School required course of study,

students must use technology as part of a course, as the

primary means, or as an integrated learning experience.

Extended Essay 0.5 Each student will create and present an Extended Essay

during their senior year. The content of the Extended

Essay will vary and relate to coursework across multiple

areas of content depending on the focus of the

Extended Essay. Students will begin work on their

Extended Essay during their Junior year and complete it

in the winter of their Senior year

CSPA high school graduation requirements have been designed with the school’s mission of

college preparation as a guide. Successful completion of these graduation requirements is

necessary to earn a diploma from CSPA. Students with disabilities will be assisted in meeting

these graduation requirements as appropriate and as specified in their Individualized Education

Program (IEP). Students with disabilities who are unable to meet these graduation requirements

or for whom these requirements are deemed inappropriate may request a personal curriculum.

COURSE SEQUENCE

Courses at CSPA have been designed in two multi-age year cycles. The first cycle is the freshman

and sophomore cycle and reflects the foundational work students need to prepare for the more

rigorous work of junior and senior years, and allows for the integrated curriculum that we

practice at CSPA. By cycling freshman and sophomores and then juniors and seniors, both the

content and the methodology are more appropriately aligned with students’ academic and

developmental needs.

CREDIT ACCRUAL AND SEMESTERS

CSPA uses a pure block schedule in a semester calendar. Block scheduling supports the type of

teaching we employ at CSPA, teaching that encourages students to collaborate, discuss, plan

and reflect upon their learning. Each semester course earns a student a 1.0 credit toward their

graduation requirements. CR

EDIT ACCRUAL AND TRIMESTERS



COLLEGE ADMISSION RECOMMENDATIONS

CSPA recommends that applicants to competitive colleges successfully complete the following

high school program, including as many Advanced Placement (“AP”) or International

Baccalaureate (IB) offerings in each subject as possible:

* 4 years of English

* 4 years of Mathematics

* 4 years of Science

* 4 years of Social Studies

* 2 years (minimum) of Foreign Language

DIT ACCRTRIMETERS CREDIT ACCRUAL AND TRIMESTERS

COLLEGE READINESS EXAMS

CSPA requires all students beginning in their third year of middle school through their

sophomore year of high school to take the PSAT 8-9 or PSAT 10 test and all juniors to take the

PSAT in October. Students take the SAT in the spring of their junior year and may opt to take the

ACT at that time as well. Students may repeat these tests by registering in advance online and

by testing through one of several local high school test centers. All juniors will automatically

take the SAT in March as part of the Michigan Merit Examination.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT  and INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE COURSES

Courses in the Advanced Placement Program and IB Diploma Programme are college-level

studies. As such, the homework requirements for these courses exceed those of non-AP or

non-IB courses. To ensure success in college-level studies, students may have prerequisite

course requirements before being allowed to enroll in these studies. Students who register for

these classes are encouraged to take the AP or IB examinations in May. The scores are used as a

measurement for placement in college courses with the possibility of receiving college credit.

There is an examination fee.

Juniors and seniors may work toward an IB Diploma in addition to the Michigan Merit Diploma.

In order to achieve an IB Diploma, students must complete:

● 6 IB courses

○ 3 at the Standard Level (SL)

○ 3 at the Higher Level (HL)

● Extended Essay (EE)



● Theory of Knowledge (TOK) class

● Creativity, Activity and Service (CAS) requirements

Students will also need to successfully complete exams for each IB course they completed in

their junior and senior years.

HONORS

At the end of the first semester, underclassmen are invited to participate in Honors, based on

high achievement in their courses and teacher recommendation. Students must possess a

minimum 3.5 GPA to be considered for acceptance into the Honors Program. Attendance may

also play a role in the decision to accept a student to Honors. Teacher recommendations are

based on the characteristics of a successful CSPA Honors student:

● Writing skills that exhibit organization, clarity, and a broad vocabulary free of mechanical

errors.

● Motivation to read challenging material and complete assignments on time.

● Demonstration of organization skills and the ability to plan.

● Self-directed time management skills.

The Honors Program is an opportunity for students to extend their learning in two subject areas

in which they excel by completing alternative assessments of their own design. These

assessments consist of three parts: research paper, presentation, and question and answer

session by their peers and adults.

The Honors Program is self-directed and requires a self-disciplined learner. Students propose,

organize, and implement a project with the help of the content area teachers and the Honors

advisors. To complete a successful Honors Project, the student must place themself in the role

of teacher. Just as the teacher studies a subject area so they can inspire and teach others, the

honors student researches and informs an audience about a passion of their own.

Those who successfully complete and earn credit for an Honors Project will have one or two

courses designated “Honors” on their transcript. That designation indicates to colleges and

universities that the student took advantage of opportunities to challenge themselves. The

Honors designation will also earn students an additional 0.5 quality points toward their GPA in

one or two subject areas.

EXTENDED ESSAY



The Extended Essay is a research paper project in which students analyze, at an in-depth and

detailed level, a research question of their choice.  Students take on a critical approach to a

subject and topic, with the intent of understanding it fully and from multiple perspectives.  They

work closely with a Coordinator, to aid them with their researching, organizing, and writing

skills, and a Supervisor, who helps them grow in their content-area knowledge and analysis.

Students conduct research, with a focus on applying analytical skills to primary sources.

Students engage in taking research notes, compiling an annotated bibliography, composing an

outline, and crafting an essay.  They engage critically with the editing and revising process in

order to produce a polished piece of academic writing.  Finally, students present their work to

an audience in the Senior Exhibition.  The goal of the Extended Essay is for students to

understand the process of putting together a research paper and demonstrate the learning they

have achieved as a capstone to their high school experience.

DUAL ENROLLMENT & CTE OPPORTUNITIES

Students who have met the requirements of the Michigan Merit Curriculum and the Academy’s
graduation requirements and/or who have exhausted all the academic elective options at the
school may choose to dual enroll at a community college, college or university.

Students will need to meet admissions requirements established by the receiving institution and
the State of Michigan, including cut scores in each area of the PLAN, ACT, PSAT, SAT or MME
tests.

Students are responsible for transportation and scheduling, books and fees.  Students
interested in dual enrollment should seek the advice of the credit granting institution. The
student is required to designate whether the course is for high school or postsecondary credit
or both at the time of the enrollment and the student is required to notify the Academy of their
decision. Students taking more than one postsecondary course may make different credit
designations for different courses.  Students interested in dual enrollment must notify the
Academy when scheduling classes for the following school year.

The Academy will document credit for courses under dual enrollment on the student transcript
in most cases, but will not apply the grade to the student’s GPA calculation. The credit will be
identified as a transfer credit on the student’s transcript if applicable.

If the student does not complete the eligible course or (including dual enrollment and CTE
classes), if the student enrolls in the eligible course for postsecondary credit only and the
student does not successfully complete the eligible course (including dual enrollment and CTE
classes), and if the Academy has paid money for the course on behalf of the student, the eligible
student shall repay to the Academy any funds that were expended by the Academy for the
course that are not refunded by the postsecondary institution to the school. If the eligible



student does not refund the money, the school may impose sanctions against the eligible
student such as those outlined in the “Fines, Fees, and Other Charges” section of this
handbook.

OR

Students may  choose to retake a course after failing to receive a satisfactory grade and are
responsible for the total cost of the course.

These are the significant and essential dual enrollment eligibility requirements. If you should
have questions or interest in further information, please contact the CSPA Principal, Dean of
Academic Affairs and Operations or the Dean of Students.

CTE (Career Technical Education)
The student must inform the Dean of Students or Dean of Academic Affairs and Operations of
their interest by March 1st of the current school year. After informing school administration, the
student will be placed on a list for consideration in their program of interest.

A sampling of the LESA offering include:
Fire Academy
EMT
Aviation
Auto Tech

*Please note that if a student drops a CTE course or does not pass a CTE course, the family is
responsible for the total cost of the course.

TEST OUT POLICY

CSPA will grant high school credit to any pupil who can demonstrate mastery in the subject area

content expectations or guidelines for that course. Teachers will establish the assessment

process that will measure a student’s understanding of the subject area content expectations

for the course. Teachers will provide all students who wish to test out of a course the learning

objectives for that course, a summary of the course syllabus, and a sample written examination

or a description of the final assessment required to establish mastery. The teacher will ensure

that the assessment used to determine mastery is comparable to those required of students

taking the actual course for credit.

Credit earned under this policy will be a “pass” grade and will not be included in the

computation of grade point average.  Students may test out of no more than two courses.

Students who test out have more opportunity to take higher level courses as juniors and

seniors.



CREDIT RECOVERY

Opportunities for credit recovery will be provided on an as-needed basis; sometimes a student

may recover credit during the school year and at times they may need to take credit recovery

during the summer.

GRADE CALCULATIONS

Within the context of each class, the PowerSchool gradebook is broken down into weighted

categories. These categories help students focus on mastery opportunities.

Daily Work- 0%- Students are expected to complete all daily work as they participate in the

classroom activities, engage with learning objectives, and prepare for formative and summative

assessments.  However, daily work will not be included in the student’s grade.  It will appear in

PowerSchool as a check mark when completed in order to record the student’s participation,

engagement, and preparation in the classroom.

Formative Assessments- 40%- Formative assessments will be aligned with a set of learning

objectives and intended to prepare the students to achieve mastery on the summative

assessment.  Students will receive feedback on all formative assessments and will have the

opportunity to complete mastery for all formative assessments.

Summative Assessments- 40%- Summative assessments will assess the student’s mastery of a

set of learning objectives.  Summative assessments can be used to demonstrate mastery on the

preceding formative assessments.  Students will have the opportunity to complete mastery for

all summative assessments.

Final Exam- 20%- A class’s final exam will be a cumulative assessment of a semester’s set of

learning objectives.  Teachers may  assign a cumulative final exam or they may opt instead to

enter the student’s class percentage as a record of the student’s cumulative learning.

GRADE POINT AVERAGE (GPA)

CSPA does not award letter grades, but awards points based on the grade point average (GPA)

system, where the percentile earned in the class equates to GPA points. Students who complete

Honors work or take an AP class earn an additional 0.5 points.  For each IB Standard Level (SL)

course a student completes they will receive 0.5 points per semester.  For each IB Higher Level



(HL) course a student completes they will receive 1.0 points per semester.  GPA will be

calculated to the second decimal place within PowerSchool.  If no credit is earned for a class,

students have the option to replace their GPA points for that class by re-taking that class and

achieving mastery of the course material.

The following classes will not be figured into a student’s GPA calculation, though credit may be

awarded:

● Online classes (regardless of whether they are taken during school hours)

● Transfer credits

● Test Out credits

● High School credits earned in Middle School

● Dual enrollment

A student’s grade point average (GPA) is calculated using the scale below. The grade reflected on

the report card is A, B, or N, but the quality points that are used for the GPA calculation are

awarded based on the percentage earned in the class, divided by the number of classes taken.

This calculation reflects a more typical grade point average calculation and also provides a

distinction between the student who earns 90 percent in a class vs. 97 percent. This also means

that a student, who may not have yet earned credit in the course, is nevertheless earning

quality points based on the percentage of completion or mastery to date. GPA is a cumulative

computation from year to year. AP and Honors classes will also earn students an additional

weighting of 0.5 quality points towards the student’s GPA.  Only classes that have been taken at

CSPA are figured into GPA calculation, though credit may be awarded.

Percentile Earned Quality Points

93-100 4

90-92 3.7

87-89 3.3

83-86 3

80-82 2.7



0-79 0.00 (no credit given)

*Please see Athletic handbook for compliance with NCAA eligibility requirements.

CATALOG OF COURSE OFFERINGS

*Please note that not every course is offered annually.

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT

High school English classes at CSPA are designed in collaboration with the other academic

departments to integrate literature and informational texts with learning in other areas. The

curriculum reflects attention to the Michigan High School Content Expectations and the ACT

College Readiness standards. English classes prepare students for college by studying a broad

range of literature and analyzing how literature has shaped and been shaped by history, our

culture and its readers. Writing in all courses reflects the State of Michigan benchmarks. The

reading focuses heavily on selections of classic and contemporary literature.

WORLD LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION (1 credit)

First and second year English students focus on ideas and texts central to classic and modern

literature. Students will work on developing thesis statements and developing multi-page essays

by the end of the year. Considerable attention will be paid to developing appropriate and

effective thesis statements, especially within the context of other course work, utilizing writing

across the curriculum. Students will focus on the process of writing and producing responses to

literature that includes compare/contrast, research, literary analysis, and persuasive essays.

Mechanics and grammar will be reviewed and practiced throughout the year.

JUNIOR ENGLISH (1 credit)

Junior English/Language Arts is a course designed for juniors and  continues to develop

students’ writing skills, emphasizing clear, logical writing patterns, word choice, and usage, as

students write essays and begin to learn the techniques of writing research papers. Students

continue to read works of literature, which often form the backbone of the writing assignments.

Literary conventions and stylistic devices may receive greater emphasis than in previous

courses.

SENIOR ENGLISH (1 credit)



Senior English/Language Arts is a course designed for seniors and blends composition and

literature into a cohesive whole as students write critical and comparative analyses of selected

literature, continuing to develop their language arts skills. Typically, students primarily write

multi-paragraph essays, but they may also write one or more major research papers.

IB LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE (1 credit) This class is only available to Juniors and Seniors

IB Language A (English) courses prepare students to take the International Baccalaureate

Language A exams at either the Standard or Higher level. Course content includes in-depth

study of literature chosen from the appropriate IB list of texts and authors and written analyses

of this literature in addition to other oral and written assignments. All course content is

designed to improve students’ accuracy and fluency in the English language.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION (1 credit)

Advanced Placement (AP) Language and Composition is a course where students focus on

college level reading selections, discussions and writing. The course will concentrate on a

comprehensive study of non-fiction literature and language with a focus on different rhetorical

modes and strategies. AP Language is designed to prepare the students for the May

examination that allows students a chance to earn college credit. Students will identify

rhetorical and literary devices and various organizational structures in their reading and will

practice these devices and structures in their own writing. The class concludes with a college

level examination, prepared by the independent testing agency The College Board which, if

passed, may result in college credit.

CREATIVE WRITING (0.5 credit)

Creative Writing courses offer students the opportunity to develop and improve their

technique and individual style in poetry, short story, drama, essays, and other forms of prose.

The emphasis of the courses is on writing; however, students may study exemplary

representations and authors to obtain a fuller appreciation of the form and craft. This course

will focus on creating products to be published in a CSPA Literary Magazine.

LITERATURE OF A THEME (0.5 credit)

Literature courses offer the opportunity for students to study and reflect upon the themes

presented in the body of literature being presented. Students improve their critical-thinking

skills as they determine the underlying assumptions and values within the reading selection and

as they understand how the work reflects society’s problems and culture. Oral discussion is an



integral part of literature courses, and written compositions are often required. Literature

courses may survey representative works, reflect a particular genre or a specific theme, or

survey works of a particular time or people.

LITERATURE OF A GENRE - POETRY (0.5 credit)

This course has the same aim as general literature courses (to improve students’ language arts

and critical-thinking skills),  focusing on poetry. Students determine  the underlying assumptions

and values within the selected works and also examine the structure, techniques, and intentions

of  the genre being studied. Oral discussion is an integral part  of  these genre-oriented courses,

and written compositions are often required.

LITERATURE OF A GENRE - SHORT STORIES (0.5 credit)

This course has the same aim as general literature courses (to improve students’ language arts

and critical-thinking skills),  focusing on short stories. Students determine the underlying

assumptions and values within the selected works and also examine the structure, techniques,

and intentions of the genre being studied. Oral discussion is an integral part of these

genre-oriented courses, and written compositions are often required.

RESEARCH/TECHNICAL WRITING

This course prepares students to write research papers and/or technical reports. These classes

emphasize researching (primary and secondary sources), organizing (material, thoughts, and

arguments), and writing in a persuasive or technical style.

SOCIAL STUDIES

The Michigan Merit Examination, in March of junior year, covers topics in the late-nineteenth

and twentieth centuries, geographic and environmental implications of global issues and events,

American government and world affairs, and the United States and international economic

systems. Students who follow the CSPA curriculum will be in a favorable position to perform

well on the state proficiency test. The Social Studies curriculum is heavily influenced by what

students are learning in their other classes and is intricately woven together with English

Language Arts in particular.

WORLD HISTORY AND GEOGRAPHY (1 credit)

World History and Geography examines the world chronologically and thematically, focusing on

the historical development of phenomena, the rise and fall of civilizations and their unique



contributions to humanity, and the universal elements these civilizations have in common

throughout time. European, Asian, Australian, African, North and South American events will be

blended thematically and chronologically into lessons that show the impact on each area. The

results of many of these actions will be observed and discussed concerning current events.

Through readings, lectures, notes, videos, speakers, testing, discussions and projects, students

are invited to gain a deeper knowledge of their world and their place in it.

CIVICS (0.5 credit)

Civics is designed around building knowledge that is embodied in the form of five significant and

enduring questions. These are questions that have continued to engage not only political

philosophers and politicians; they are questions that engage every thoughtful citizen. The five

questions are:

· What are civic life, politics and government?

· What are the origins and foundations of the American political system?

· How does the government established by the Constitution function to embody the

purposes, values and principles of American constitutional democracy?

· What is the USA’s relationship to other nations and its role in world affairs?

· What are the roles of citizens in American society?

ECONOMICS (0.5 credit)

The Economics content is centered on the understanding and the analysis of a wide variety of

applications, including those involving individual and household choices, personal finance

issues, business and entrepreneurial decisions, and public policy. Students analyze and study

economic concepts and principles in three contextual areas: individual and household context, a

business context, and a government or public context and focused around four content areas:

The Market Economy; The National Economy; the International Economy; and Personal Finance.

IB HISTORY (1 credit) This class is available to Juniors and Seniors

IB History courses prepare students to take the International Baccalaureate History exams at

either the Standard or Higher level. In these courses, students study political, military,

economic, social, and cultural trends and explore the nature of historical documentation and

the methods used by historians. IB History courses survey 20th-century topics in an

international context; provide a detailed regional study of a major area (Africa, Europe, the

Americas, West and South Asia, East and Southeast Asia, or Australia); and enable students to

undertake individual study on a subject of interest in greater detail and depth.

The US History and World History courses are both prerequisites for this course.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT COMPARATIVE GOVERNMENT (1 credit)



Following the College Board’s suggested curriculum designed to parallel college-level

Comparative Government and Politics courses, these courses offer students an understanding of

the world’s diverse political structures and practices. The courses encompass the study of both

specific countries and general concepts used to interpret the key political relationships found in

virtually all national policies. Course content generally includes sources of public authority and

political power, the relationship between states and society, the relationships between the

political and institutional frameworks of citizens and states, political change, and comparative

methods.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT HUMAN GEOGRAPHY (1 credit)

Following the College Board’s suggested curriculum designed to parallel college-level Human

Geography courses, AP Human Geography introduces students to the systematic study of

patterns and processes that have shaped the ways in which humans understand, use, and alter

the earth’s surface.  Students use spatial concepts and landscape analysis to examine human

social organization and its environmental consequences and also learn about the methods and

tools geographers use in their science and practice.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT WORLD HISTORY: MODERN (1 credit) This course meets the

GRADUATION REQUIREMENT for World History

The AP course and exam in World History: Modern are intended for qualified students who wish

to complete classes in secondary school equivalent to college introductory courses in world

history. Study the cultural, economic, political, and social developments that have shaped the

world from c. 1200 CE to the present. You’ll analyze texts, visual sources, and other historical

evidence and write essays expressing historical arguments. The class concludes with a college

level examination, prepared by the independent testing agency The College Board which, if

passed, may result in college credit.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT EUROPEAN HISTORY (1 credit) - Prerequisite: AP World Modern or AP

US History

The AP course and exam in European History are intended for qualified students who wish to

complete classes in secondary school equivalent to college introductory courses in European

history. The AP European History course corresponds to the most recent developments in

history curricula at the undergraduate level. In colleges and universities, European history is

increasingly seen in a broad perspective, with teaching methods reflecting an awareness of

other disciplines and diverse techniques of presentation, including visual and statistical

materials. Trends such as these are used by the Development Committee to adjust the course



and the exam. The class concludes with a college level examination, prepared by the

independent testing agency The College Board which, if passed, may result in college credit.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT PSYCHOLOGY (1 credit)

Following the College Board’s suggested curriculum designed to parallel a college-level

psychology course, AP Psychology courses introduce students to the systematic and scientific

study of the behavior and mental processes of human beings and other animals, expose

students to each major subfield within psychology, and enable students to examine the

methods that psychologists use in their science and practice.

ANCIENT CIVILIZATIONS

Ancient Civilizations courses provide a survey of the evolution of society from the ancient

Middle East through Greek and Roman civilizations. Typically, in these courses, students study

the rise and fall of civilizations and empires, with an emphasis on the legacies they provide to

successive societies.

CURRENT EVENTS (0.5 credit)

In this course students use current events, this elective course focuses on world and local issues

that affect students' everyday lives, such as economics, government and conflict. This course

uses newspapers, online media, cartoons, and newscasts to support class discussion.

GLOBAL ISSUES/MILITARY HISTORY (0.5 credit)

Global Issues is a one-semester course that explores the evolution of armed conflict from

ancient times to the present. This class focuses on the battles, technologies, tactics, and

personalities that shaped history. Each unit explores how classical, post-classical, and

pre-modern civilizations dealt with conflict as well as how these lessons and concepts are

applied today.

MICHIGAN HISTORY & GEOGRAPHY (0.5 credit)

The history and geography of Michigan will analyze Michigan's history from European

exploration in 1620 to present day.  Students will analyze European colonization, indigenous

settlements, path to statehood, immigration patterns, rise to automotive capital of the world,

current leading industries, and the politics that shaped each transition.  Students will also study

the unique geography of Michigan, focusing on locations (cities/counties),  terrain, the

uniqueness of having two peninsulas, and the crops that impact our state's economy.

PSYCHOLOGY (0.5 credit)



Psychology courses introduce students to the study of individual human behavior. Course

content typically includes (but is not limited to) an overview of the field of psychology, topics in

human growth and development, personality and behavior, and abnormal psychology.

SCIENCE

EARTH SCIENCE (1 credit)

Earth Science courses offer insight into the environment on earth and the earth’s environment

in space. While presenting the concepts and principles essential to students’ understanding of

the dynamics and history of the earth, these courses usually explore oceanography, geology,

astronomy, meteorology, and geography.

*Earth Science is the recommended science courses for Freshmen in PreAlgebra and Integrated I

for the 2021-22 school year.

BIOLOGY (1 credit)

Biology is the study of life. This is a broad field with many different aspects and concepts to

learn. In this class, many labs and several group and individual research projects are done

throughout the year. Online activities complement topics covered in class. The concepts that

will be studied include: cells, biological chemistry, cell respiration, photosynthesis, genetics,

evolution, plants, and animals. This course is a required prerequisite for IB Biology.

CHEMISTRY (1 credit)

This course provides a year-long introduction to Chemistry. First semester topics include energy

and matter, atomic structure and configurations, the periodic table, chemical formulas and

bonding, chemical reactions and equations, and moles. Second semester topics include heat

and stoichiometry, states of matter, solutions and chemical equilibrium, and acids and bases.

Labs done throughout the year provide an opportunity to apply knowledge learned during

discussion and group work exercises. This Chemistry course is required for students planning on

taking IB Chemistry courses.

PHYSICS (1 credit)



Physics is a basic science. It is a human construct to attempt to explain observations on both the

macro and micro levels. Knowledge of physical principles allows understanding in other sciences

and everyday experiences. The universe is in a state of constant change. From small particles

(electrons) to the large systems (galaxies), all things are in motion. Therefore, understanding the

universe requires the ability to describe and represent various types of motion. Finally, Physics

also studies energy, of which the production and use drive all explanations of how the universe

works and accounts for change in matter. Students will have multiple hands-on opportunities to

experiment and represent their learning.

IB BIOLOGY (1 credit) This class is available to Juniors and Seniors

IB Biology courses prepare students to take the International Baccalaureate Biology exams at

either the Standard or Higher level. In keeping with the general aim of IB Experimental Sciences

courses, IB Biology promotes understanding of the facts, principles, and concepts underlying the

biological field; critical analysis, evaluation, and generation of scientific information and

hypotheses; improved ability to communicate scientific ideas; and an awareness of the impact

of biology and scientific advances in biology upon both society and issues of ethical,

philosophical, and political importance. Course content varies, but includes study of living

organisms from the cellular level through functioning entities within the biosphere. Laboratory

experimentation is an essential component of these courses. (This class is only available to

Juniors and Seniors)

IB CHEMISTRY (1 credit) This class is available to Juniors and Seniors

IB Chemistry courses prepare students to take the International Baccalaureate Chemistry exams

at either the Standard or Higher level. In keeping with the general aim of IB Experimental

Sciences courses, IB Chemistry promotes understanding of the facts, patterns, and principles

underlying the field of chemistry; critical analysis, evaluation, prediction, and generation of

scientific information and hypotheses; improved ability to communicate scientific ideas; and an

awareness of the impact of chemistry and scientific advances in chemistry upon both society

and issues of ethical, philosophical, and political importance. Course content varies, but

includes the study of the materials of the environment, their properties, and their interaction.

Laboratory experimentation is an essential part of these courses. (This class is only available to

Juniors and Seniors)

ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY (1.0 credit) Prerequisite: Biology

Anatomy and Physiology provides a basic understanding of the organization of the human body

and how the body works. Organs of the body will be studied to understand their structure,

location in the body, their function and how they interact with other parts of the body. Students



will acquire the knowledge necessary to understand what the body is doing and how they can

help the body cope with many different situations (exercise, relaxation, disease, injury, etc.).

BOTANY (0.5 credit) Prerequisite: Biology

Botany courses provide students with an understanding of plants, their life cycles, and their

evolutionary relationships.  It provides an introduction to the classification, relationships,

structure, and function of plants. Topics include reproduction and development of seed and

non-seed plants, levels of organization, form and function of systems, and a survey of major

taxa. Upon completion, students should be able to demonstrate comprehension of plant form

and function, including selected taxa of both seed and non-seed plants. The laboratory exercises

are coordinated with lecture topics and may include field exercises.

FORENSICS (0.5 credit)

Forensics is designed around authentic performance assessments with students working in

teams to solve crimes using scientific knowledge and reasoning. It involves all areas of science

including biology, anatomy, chemistry, physics, and earth science with an emphasis in complex

reasoning and critical thinking. In addition, students must incorporate the use of technology,

communication skills, language arts, art, family and consumer science, mathematics and social

studies.

MARINE SCIENCE (0.5 credit)

Marine Science focuses  on the content, features, and possibilities of the earth’s oceans. They

explore marine organisms, conditions, and  ecology and sometimes cover marine mining,

farming, and exploration.

METEOROLOGY (0.5 credit)

Meteorology courses examine the properties of the earth’s atmosphere. Topics usually include

atmospheric layering, changing pressures, winds, water vapor, air masses, fronts, temperature

changes and weather forecasting.

MATHEMATICS

The mathematics department provides a curriculum, teaching, and learning environment

consistent with an integrated math program adhering to both the Grade Level Content

Expectations and the High School Content Expectations as outlined by the State of Michigan.

Students in high school will be required to earn four math credits and must take a math class or



its equivalent as a senior. If students complete all of the courses offered at CSPA prior to

completing high school, the student may have the option to enroll in further math classes at a

local college or university through a dual enrollment program.

Students are taught not only how to solve problems, but how to approach the analysis of a

math problem using higher level thinking skills. The focus of the program of study is not only on

accurate computation, but also on exploration of subjects and different methods of solutions.

Our classrooms utilize a cooperative learning approach.

Before the start of our program, students will be encouraged to take a placement test to

determine where they should begin. Because of the integrated nature of our program, students

may be given the opportunity to advance past their currently enrolled grade level.

PRE-ALGEBRA (1 credit)

Pre-Algebra courses increase students' foundational math skills and prepare them for Algebra I

by covering a variety of topics, such as properties of rational numbers (i.e., number theory),

ratio, proportion, estimation, exponents and radicals, the rectangular coordinate system, sets

and logic, formulas, and solving first-degree equations and inequalities.

INTEGRATED MATHEMATICS 1 (1 credit)

The fundamental purpose of Integrated Mathematics 1 is to formalize and extend the

mathematics that students learned in the middle grades. The critical areas, organized into units,

deepen and extend understanding of linear relationships, in part by contrasting them with

exponential phenomena, and in part by applying linear models to data that exhibit a linear

trend. Mathematics 1 uses properties and theorems involving congruent figures to deepen and

extend understanding of geometric knowledge from prior grades. The final unit in the course

ties together the algebraic and geometric ideas studied. The Mathematical Practice Standards

apply throughout each course and, together with the content standards, prescribe that students

experience mathematics as a coherent, useful, and logical subject that makes use of their ability

to make sense of problem situations.

INTEGRATED MATHEMATICS 2 (1 credit)

The focus of Integrated Mathematics 2 is on quadratic expressions, equations, and functions;

comparing their characteristics and behavior to those of linear and exponential relationships

from Mathematics 1 as organized into six critical areas, or units. The need for extending the set

of rational numbers arises and real and complex numbers are introduced so that all quadratic

equations can be solved. The link between probability and data is explored through conditional

probability and counting methods, including their use in making and evaluating decisions. The



study of similarity leads to an understanding of right triangle trigonometry and connects to

quadratics through Pythagorean relationships. Circles; with their quadratic algebraic

representations, round out the course. The Mathematical Practice Standards apply throughout

each course and, together with the content standards, prescribe that students experience

mathematics as a coherent, useful, and logical subject that makes use of their ability to make

sense of problem situations.

INTEGRATED MATHEMATICS 3 (1 credit)

It is in Integrated Mathematics 3 that students pull together and apply the accumulation of

learning that they have from their previous courses, with content grouped into four critical

areas, organized into units. They apply methods from probability and statistics to draw

inferences and conclusions from data. Students expand their repertoire of functions to include

polynomial, rational, and radical functions. They expand their study of right triangle

trigonometry to include general triangles. And, finally, students bring together all of their

experience with functions and geometry to create models and solve contextual problems. The

Mathematical Practice Standards apply throughout each course and, together with the content

standards, prescribe that students experience mathematics as a coherent, useful, and logical

subject that makes use of their ability to make sense of problem situations.

IB MATH AA (1 credit) - This class is available to Juniors and Seniors who have completed

Integrated Math 3 or above

IB Mathematics courses prepare students to take the International Baccalaureate Mathematics

exams at the Standard or Higher level. Topics include operations and properties of number sets;

trigonometric functions, equations, and graphs; algebra and coordinate geometry; simultaneous

linear equations; polynomial and quadratic functions and equations; calculus, including bilinear,

exponential and logarithmic functions; two dimensional vectors and matrices; and probability.

STATISTICS AND PROBABILITY (1 credit)

Statistics and Probability is designed using both the Michigan High School Content Expectations

as well as the Common Core State Standards to integrate core understandings that are highly

applicable to the workplace and college, and future life with regard to critical thinking and

responsible decision making.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT STATISTICS (1 credit)

Following the suggested curriculum by The College Board designed to parallel college-level

statistics courses, the Advanced Placement Statistics course introduces students to the major

concepts and tools for collecting, analyzing, and drawing conclusions from data. Students are



exposed to four broad conceptual themes: exploring data, sampling and experimentation,

anticipating patterns, and statistical inference. The class concludes with a college level

examination, prepared by the independent testing agency The College Board which, if passed,

may result in college credit.

PRE-CALCULUS (1 credit)

Pre-Calculus courses combine the study of Trigonometry, Elementary Functions, Analytic

Geometry, and Math Analysis topics as preparation for calculus. Topics typically include the

study of complex numbers; polynomial, logarithmic, exponential, rational, right trigonometric,

and circular functions, and their relations, inverses and graphs; trigonometric identities and

equations; solutions of right and oblique triangles; vectors; the polar coordinate system; conic

sections; Boolean algebra and symbolic logic; mathematical induction; matrix algebra;

sequences and series; and limits and continuity.

CALCULUS (1 credit)

The Calculus course includes the study of derivatives, differentiation, integration, the definite

and indefinite integral, and applications of calculus. Typically, students have previously attained

knowledge of pre-calculus topics (some combination of trigonometry, elementary functions,

analytic geometry, and math analysis).

ADVANCED PLACEMENT CALCULUS AB (1 credit)

Advanced Placement Calculus represents college-level mathematics for which most colleges

grant advanced placement and/or credit. Most colleges and universities offer a sequence of

several courses in calculus, and entering students are placed within this sequence according to

the extent of their preparation, as measured by the results of an AP Exam or other criteria.

Appropriate credit and placement are granted by each institution in accordance with local

policies. CSPA will devote the bulk of its instruction to differential and integral calculus to

adequately prepare students for this exam. The class concludes with a college level

examination, prepared by the independent testing agency The College Board which, if passed,

may result in college credit.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT CALCULUS BC (1 credit)

Advanced Placement Calculus BC can be offered by schools that are able to complete all the

prerequisites before the course. Calculus BC is a full-year course in the calculus of functions of a

single variable. It includes all topics covered in AP Calculus AB plus additional topics. Both

courses represent college-level mathematics for which most colleges grant advanced placement

and credit. The content of AP Calculus BC is designed to qualify the student for placement and



credit in a course that is one course beyond that granted for AP Calculus AB. The class concludes

with a college level examination, prepared by the independent testing agency The College Board

which, if passed, may result in college credit.

Before studying calculus, all students should complete four years of secondary mathematics

designed for college-bound students, courses in which they study algebra, geometry,

trigonometry, analytic geometry, and elementary functions. These functions include those that

are linear, polynomial, rational, exponential, logarithmic, trigonometric, inverse trigonometric,

and piecewise defined. In particular, before studying calculus, students must be familiar with the

properties of functions, the algebra of functions, and the graphs of functions. Students must also

understand the language of functions (domain and range, odd and even, periodic, symmetry,

zeros, intercepts, and so on) and know the values of the trigonometric functions of the numbers

0, pi/6, pi/4, pi/3, pi/2, and their multiples.

CONSUMER MATH (0.5 credit)

Consumer Math courses reinforce general math topics (such  as arithmetic using rational

numbers, measurement, ratio and proportion, and basic statistics) and  apply these skills to

consumer problems and situations. Applications typically include  budgeting, taxation, credit,

banking services, insurance, buying and selling products and services, home and/or car

ownership and rental, managing personal income, and investment.

*This course is a math elective that must be above and beyond the 4 credits of core math classes

required for graduation (PreAlgebra, Integrated Math 1-3, PreCalculus).

VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS

ART I (0.5 credit)

This class will focus on the language, materials, and processes of multiple art forms while
learning the elements and principles of art. Mediums studied will include pencil, charcoal, pastel,
colored pencil and acrylic. This course is the prerequisite for all other visual arts courses.

ART II (0.5) Prerequisite: Art I

This class will focus on further developing the skills learned in Art I. Students will explore various
mediums while studying major artists, movements, and styles. Mediums studied will include
pencil, charcoal, colored pencils and more. Students will be encouraged to develop their own
artistic styles.



ART HISTORY (0.5 credit)

Art History courses introduce students to significant works of art, artists, and artistic

movements that have shaped the art world and have influenced or reflected periods of history.

These courses often emphasize the evolution of art forms, techniques, symbols, and themes.

PAINTING (0.5 credit) Prerequisite: Art I

Creative Art—Painting courses cover the same topics as Creative Art—Drawing/Painting, but

focus on painting. In keeping with this attention on two-dimensional work, students typically

work with several media (such as watercolor, tempera, oils, acrylics, and so on), but some

courses may focus on only one medium.

SCULPTURE (0.5 credit) Prerequisite: Art I

Creative Art—Sculpture courses cover the same topics as Creative Art—Comprehensive courses,

but focus on creating three-dimensional works. Students typically work with several media

(such as clay, ceramics, wood, metals, textiles, and so on), but some courses may focus on only

one medium.

IB VISUAL ARTS (1 credit) This course is offered to Juniors and Seniors who have prior art

experience

IB Art/Design courses prepare students to take  the International Baccalaureate Art/Design

exams at either the Subsidiary or Higher level. IB Art/Design courses help  develop students’

aesthetic and creative faculties, offer training in awareness and criticism  of art, and enable

students to create quality works of art of their own. Students perform  both studio and research

work; the research component is designed to investigate particular topics or  concepts of

interest in further detail.

MUSIC

The CSA and CSPA music departments are dedicated to developing a life-long love of music in

their students. Students are challenged daily to develop skills and techniques that allow them to

be successful performers, musicians, and educated musical evaluators. All performing

ensembles work very hard to learn both as individual musicians and as members of an

ensemble. Students not only learn collaborative skills but also leadership and social skills

essential to success in today’s society. Students can look forward to many performance

opportunities including public performances within the community.



The CSPA music program stresses a college preparatory atmosphere by teaching students basic

music theory and history and aural skills.

BAND (0.5 credit)

Creating first musical tones, understanding simple rhythmic patterns, identifying notated

pitches and developing basic musical literacy are the primary goals of orchestra. Along with

rehearsing and performing, students explore the importance of music in their own and other

cultures by listening to and discussing musical examples. Music of many different styles will be

performed to allow students to learn about the standard orchestral literature. They will learn

about music through rigorous rehearsal as well as by studying the terms and ideas found within

the chosen pieces.

CHOIR (0.5 credit)

Choir is a performance ensemble for students where they begin the sequential process of

understanding basic vocal technique while developing a sense of pitch awareness. Along with

rehearsing and performing, students explore the importance of music in their own and other

cultures by listening to and discussing musical examples.

MUSIC THEORY (O.5 credit)

Music Theory courses provide students with an understanding of the fundamentals of music

and include one or more of the following topics: composition, arrangement, analysis, aural

development, and sight reading

IB MUSIC (1 credit) This course is available to Juniors and Seniors with prior experience in music

courses

IB Music courses prepare students to take the International Baccalaureate Music exam at either

the Standard or Higher level. IB Music courses develop students’ knowledge and understanding

of music through training in musical skills (listening, performing, and composing); exposure to

music theory; and formulation of an historic and global awareness of musical forms and styles.

Historical, theoretical, and practical studies are suggested by the IB Curriculum Board.

DRAMA—ACTING/PERFORMANCE—SHAKESPEARE (0.5 credit)

Acting/Performance courses  are intended to promote students’  experience and  skill

development in one or more aspects of theatrical production, but they concentrate on acting

and performance skills. Initial courses  are usually introductory in nature,  while the more

advanced courses focus on improving technique, expanding students’ exposure to different



types of theatrical techniques and traditions, and increasing their chances  of participating in

public productions.

DRAMA-STAGECRAFT

This course is intended to help students develop experience and skill in one or more aspects of

theatrical production, but concentrate on stagecraft (such as lighting, costuming, set

construction, makeup, stage management, and so on). Initial courses are usually introductory in

nature, while more advanced courses concentrate on improving technique, expanding students’

exposure to different types of theatrical techniques and traditions and increasing their chances

of participating in public productions. These courses may also provide a discussion of career

opportunities in the theater.

IB THEATER (1 credit) This course is available to juniors and seniors

The IB Diploma Program theatre course is a multifaceted theatre-making course of study. It

gives you the opportunity to make theatre as creators, designers, directors and performers. It

emphasizes the importance of working both individually and collaboratively as part of an

ensemble.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION AND HEALTH

PHYSICAL FITNESS (0.5 credit)

The primary focus of the required physical education course is directed toward achievement of

and maintenance of health-related fitness along with student selection of activities for regular

participation for adulthood. High school students will select a few activities for regular

participation within which more advanced skills are mastered. In preparation for adulthood,

students acquire the skills to participate in a wide variety of leisure and work-related physical

activities. Students will also learn about personal safety, substance abuse, social and emotional

health, wellness and nutrition.

HEALTH (0.5 credit)

Health combines the topics of Health Education courses (nutrition, stress management,

substance abuse prevention, disease prevention, first aid, and so on) with an emphasis on

making good choices that result in lifelong wellness, happiness and success.

FITNESS/CONDITIONING (0.5)



Fitness/Conditioning Activities courses emphasize conditioning activities that help develop

muscular strength, flexibility,  and cardiovascular fitness.

FOREIGN LANGUAGE

SPANISH I (1 credit)

Students will learn basic vocabulary and conversation, introductory grammar skills, present indicative

conjugation and geography of the Spanish-speaking world. Lessons will include speaking, writing,

listening and some singing in the target language. Students will be expected to write short passages and

read simple stories with comprehension.

SPANISH II (1 credit)

Students will continue to study critical concepts in grammar. Lessons will include practice

speaking, listening, writing and reading in Spanish. Short stories by Spanish authors will be read

and rhythmic poetry will be explored. Short skits and dialogues will also be performed in front

of class. Verb conjugation in the present, preterit, imperfect and present progressive will be

drilled for mastery. They will gain a deeper understanding and appreciation of culture as well as

improve their conversational skills.

IB SPANISH (1 credit) This course is available to Juniors and Seniors

IB Spanish courses prepare students to take the International Baccalaureate Language B exams

at either the Standard or Higher level. These courses focus on improving students’ accuracy and

fluency in oral and written communication (usually in the students’ “second” language).

Students preparing to take the Standard level exam will be able to understand native speakers;

students preparing for the Higher level exam will be able to communicate fluently at native

speed. (Completion of Spanish I and II is a prerequisite for this course)

GERMAN I (1 credit)

Designed to introduce students to German language and culture, German I courses emphasize

basic grammar and syntax, simple vocabulary, and the spoken accent so that students can read,

write, speak, and understand the language at a basic level within predictable areas of need,

using customary courtesies and conventions. German culture is introduced through the art,

literature, customs, and history of the German-speaking people.

GERMAN II (1 credit)



German II courses build upon skills developed in German I, extending students’ ability to

understand and express themselves in German and increasing their vocabulary. Typically,

students learn how to engage in discourse for informative or social purposes, write expressions

or passages that show understanding of sentence construction and the rules of grammar, and

comprehend the language when spoken slowly. Students usually explore the customs, history,

and art forms of German-speaking people to deepen their understanding of the culture(s).

IB GERMAN (1 credit) This course is available to juniors and seniors

IB German courses prepare students to take the International Baccalaureate Language B exams

at either the Standard or Higher level. These courses focus on improving students’ accuracy and

fluency in oral and written communication (usually in the students’ “second” language).

Students preparing to take the Standard level exam will be able to understand native speakers;

students preparing for the Higher level exam will be able to communicate fluently at native

speed. (Completion of German I and II is a prerequisite for this course)

ELECTIVES

Elective courses are offered when there is enough interest to provide them and are some-times

developed in the course of the year to fulfill student needs. Highly qualified teachers, according

to state requirements, teach all elective courses. CSPA students are encouraged to use

Advanced Placement courses as electives to prepare them for the rigors of college.

COMPUTER SCIENCE (0.5 credit)

This course is an introduction to computer science curriculum and teaches the foundations of

computer science and basic programming, with an emphasis on helping students develop

logical thinking and problem solving skills. Once students complete the Introduction to

Computer Science course, they will have learned material equivalent to a semester college

introductory course in Computer Science and be able to program in JavaScript.

AP COMPUTER SCIENCE A (1 Credit)

Computer Science A follows the College Board’s suggested curriculum  designed to mirror

college-level computer science courses, AP Computer Science A courses provide students with

the logical, mathematical, and problem-solving skills needed to  design structured,

well-documented computer programs that provide solutions to real-world problems. These



courses cover such topics as  programming methodology, features, and procedures; algorithms;

data structures; computer systems; and programmer responsibilities.

GERMAN CULTURE - (Fairy Tales, Epics and Mythology)  (0.5 credit)

Germany is a diverse and unique country with a rich history and culture.  In this one-semester

elective, we will explore the written and oral traditions of German Culture.  Students will be

asked to think critically about German customs and traditions as they read and discuss

traditional fairy tales, epics and mythology.

LEADERSHIP SKILLS (0.5 credit)

Leadership Skills is a class where students will learn several character traits of a good leader.

Students learn about these various character traits through guided instruction and discussion.

Students are introduced to several leaders throughout history that are exemplars of these traits.

Students reflect on their own leadership style. Popular movies are watched and analyzed that

incorporate these traits.

INTRODUCTION TO JOURNALISM (0.5 credit)

This introductory journalism course will emphasize writing style and technique as well as

production values and organization. It will  introduce students to the concepts of

newsworthiness and press responsibility; develop students’ skills in writing and editing stories,

headlines, and captions; and teach students the principles of production design, layout, and

printing. Photography and photojournalism skills may be included.

PUBLICATION PRODUCTION: YEARBOOK - (0.5 credit)

This Publication Production course provides students with the knowledge and skills necessary to

produce a school yearbook. Students may gain experience in several components (writing,

editing, layout, production, and so on) or may focus on a single aspect while producing the

publication.

JOURNALISM EDITORIAL LEADERSHIP: YEARBOOK (1 credit) For Juniors and seniors only,

prerequisite: Journalism and Yearbook courses

This course provides students with the knowledge and skills necessary to produce the school

newspaper, yearbook, literary magazine, or other printed publication. Students may gain

experience in several components (writing, editing, layout, production, and so on) or may focus

on a single aspect while producing the publication



IB THEORY OF KNOWLEDGE (IB Diploma Programme Requirement) This class is available to

Juniors and Seniors enrolled in IB courses

Theory of knowledge (TOK) is a course about critical thinking and inquiring into the process of

knowing, rather than about learning a specific body of knowledge. It plays a special role in the

DP by providing an opportunity for students to reflect on the nature of knowledge, to make

connections between areas of knowledge and to become aware of their own perspectives and

those of the various groups whose knowledge they share. It is a core element undertaken by all

DP students, and schools are required to devote at least 100 hours of class time to the course.

The overall aim of TOK is to encourage students to formulate answers to the question “how do

you know?” in a variety of contexts, and to see the value of that question. This allows students

to develop an enduring fascination with the richness of knowledge.

CREATIVITY, SERVICE AND ACTIVITY (IB Diploma Programme Requirement)

 All IB students must complete a CAS program which can be documented as early as the first day

of junior year and continues throughout senior year (lasts a minimum of 18 months). The CAS

program includes documented evidence of participating in various experiences and at least one

CAS project (minimum of one month’s duration) with a reasonable balance between creativity,

activity, and service.


